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Colonists or Soldiers 
 
 
 

#0073                        Study Given by W. D. Frazee—April 30, 
1971 
 

Jesus leads.  And what do we do?  Follow.  Let’s read about it in John 12:26: 
 

“If any man serve Me, let him follow Me…” John 12:26. 
 

You’ll notice that to have this experience means that there is something to live 
for, more precious than life itself.  This will be clear if we read the preceding two 
verses: 
 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall 
into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit.  He that loveth his life shall lose 
it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto 
life eternal.  If any man serve Me, let him follow Me…” 
John 12:24–26. 

 
Jesus was on His way to the cross when He spoke these words.  Within a few 

hours He was hanging on the tree.  He said to each one who was looking to Him as 
Lord, “If you really want to serve Me, follow Me.  I’m going to the cross.  Come and 
go with Me.” 
 

I repeat, it’s a wonderful thing to have something to live for more precious 
than life itself.  And 50 million martyrs say, “Amen.” 
 

There may be some martyrs here tonight, martyrs to be.  The greatest gift of 
life is not necessarily in sacrifice.  It may be in service.  But whether we fulfill the 
destiny that Heaven has planned, at a stake, on a cross, in a dungeon, or in a 
treatment room, in a home, hoeing corn, cooking meals, giving Bible studies, 
witnessing for Christ, the prerequisite is the same all along the line:  

 
“If any man serve Me, let him follow Me…” John 12:26. 

 
Jesus was giving His life, you see, not simply in Gethsemane and Calvary, but 

all the way along.  All His stay in this world was a pouring out of His life.  Now, He 
says, “I want you to do the same.  I want you to follow Me.” 

 
Ministry of Healing, 481: 

 
“Those who accept the one principle of making the 
service of God supreme, will find perplexities vanish, and 
a plain path before their feet” Ministry of Healing, 
page 481. 
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Isn’t that a wonderful promise?  But like all promises, it has a condition: 
 

“Those who accept the one principle of making the 
service of God supreme…” Ibid. 

 
Did you ever hear somebody say that your family comes first?  That’s at least 

second cousin to the thought that you come first.  And there is a grain of truth and a 
bushel of chaff in both of those statements.  Your family doesn’t come first, friends, 
and you don’t come first.  Not if you are on the way with Jesus: 
 

“If any man serve Me, let him follow Me…” John 12:26. 
 

One day, when Jesus was speaking with great multitudes around Him, He 
turned and said, “Now, listen.  If any of you folks think you want to follow Me, 
remember your family doesn’t come first.  Your wife doesn’t come first.  Your children 
don’t come first.  You don’t come first.  Nothing in this world comes first.  God must 
be first.”  You can read about it in Luke 14. 
 

This is the same lesson He’s telling us tonight in John 12.  And today, as then, 
Satan is in the business of teaching you and me, if we will go to his school, how to 
work for God and still have things quite comfortable and easy, pretty much the way 
we’d like to have them. 
 

I understand that out there in Vietnam now it's quite difficult to get some of the 
soldiers, officers and enlisted men, and draftees, out where the enemy is.  It's rather 
dangerous out there.  Many of them would rather stay around headquarters or at the 
base hospital or, if possible, get a furlough home.  They think life would be safer, and 
they're correct, aren't they?  Yes.  

 
 Tell me, friends, what are you?  A colonist or a soldier?  What is your goal in 
life?  To find a lovely place to settle down, where conditions are, if not ideal, as near 
that way as you can find, and have not the extravagances, not the luxuries, but 
simply the comforts of life in an ideal setting? 

 
 “Well,” somebody says, “Brother Frazee, why not?” 
 
  Yes, why not?  There's only one reason why not, friends, and that's this.  If 
somebody you love really well should suddenly get lost in the jungle, you'd forget all 
about that ease and comfort, and you'd be off.  Am I correct?  If I'm not correct, God 
pity you, my friend, for you know nothing of the meaning of love.  Love seeks to be 
involved where the need is.  And if that's a dangerous place, all the louder comes the 
call.  

 
 I read something very interesting in Volume 5 that I want to share with you, 
page 70: 
 

“Many are ruined by their desire for a life of ease and 
pleasure” Testimonies for the Church, Volume 5, page 70. 
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 The prophet is not talking about the nightclubs and playing the ponies.  The 
Lord’s messenger is not talking about Las Vegas or Hollywood.  The message is 
about Battle Creek.  Battle Creek is worth studying.  It belonged to a former 
generation in this movement.  It was built up as a Jerusalem center where people 
might gather together and enjoy the advantages of being near and in one of God’s 
centers.  And there in that setting, to that church, came this message: 
 

“Many are ruined by their desire for a life of ease and 
pleasure.  Self-denial is disagreeable to them... They set 
their hearts upon having the good things of this life” Ibid. 

 
 “Well, there’s nothing bad about wanting good things, is there?” 
 

Notice the wording of it—not the bad things, not the wicked things, not the vile 
things, the good things, the good things, the good life. 
 
 I think that people who are really hunting for the good things would skip the 
whiskey and the tobacco, don’t you?  Especially now, with all the pictures of lung 
cancer, I think so.  But there is more than one way that leads away from Calvary. 
 
 The rich young ruler did not turn to the fleshpots of Egypt.  He did not end up as the 
prodigal son did, feeding pigs.  The rich young ruler was living a life and continued to 
live a life of respectable conventionality, and this is the peril of Laodicea.  This is the 
danger of the sleeping virgins:  

 
“Many are ruined by their desire for a life of ease and 
pleasure.  Self-denial is disagreeable to them... They set 
their hearts upon having the good things of this life” Ibid. 

 
 If you want something very interesting along this line, you’ll find a chapter here 
in Volume 2 entitled “A Personal Testimony,” beginning on page 268, addressed to 
“Dear Sister M.”  I hope the dear woman accepted the message.  If she did, I'll see 
her in Heaven.  I'd like to learn more about her.  

 
  She had a very interesting experience.  In her earlier married life, she had 
many afflictions.  Her husband was an alcoholic; made life miserable.  She trained 
her children the best she could in the things of God, and went through all kinds of 
hardships, persecution, and then was left alone to battle her way through life raising 
those children for God.  

 
 She had to work hard.  She was poor.  But in all those afflictions she was 
close to the Lord.  She was apparently a woman of more than ordinary ability, and 
very dedicated.  And she prayed earnestly to the Lord that she might have means 
with which to help others and advance the Lord’s cause.  And in Heaven the Lord 
said to her guardian angel, "I'm going to open to her a chapter in her heart that she's 
not acquainted with."  
 

And so, He began to bless her with means.  She was prospered in her 
business.  Read the story.  It’s a very interesting story.  I’d like you to notice this little 
statement on page 283 of Volume 2: 
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“In the providence of God your influence has been 
extended... When your condition in life began to improve, you 
said…” Testimonies for the Church, Volume 2, page 283. 

 
 Now, listen to what she said: 
 

“…‘As soon as I can get me a home, I will then donate to 
the cause of God’” Ibid. 

 
 Do you know what the next word is?  “But.” 
 

“You said, ‘As soon as I can get me a home, I will then 
donate to the cause of God.’  But when you had a home 
you saw so many improvements to make to have 
everything about you convenient and pleasant that you 
forgot the Lord and His claims upon you, and were less 
inclined to help the cause of God than in the days of your 
poverty and affliction” Ibid. 

 
 And thus my friends, traveling that road, she changed from a saint to a 
worldling, from a sacrificial, self-denying soldier to a self-seeking backslider.  Read 
the story.  And my friends, in all of it she didn’t go to the nightclubs.  She wasn’t 
found with the gay parties.  That isn’t the point.  She simply devoted her life more 
and more to making things easy and convenient for herself and her family. 
 
 “Well,” somebody says, “shouldn’t she?” 
 

Read the story.  This is what I’m dealing with tonight, friends.  Some of you 
might rather I’d talk about the mark of the beast, or about how wicked it is for the 
heathen over in Africa to bow down to images of wood and stone. 
 
 Oh, my dear friends, what is a watchman for, if not to give the warning?  How 
foolish it would be for me to stand here and tell you about grizzly bears or pythons or 
some other beast that’s dangerous, danger indeed, thousands of miles away.  My 
business is to point out the dangers of this hour and this place, and this group of 
people right here tonight.  Is that right?  I must meet God in judgment.  I must meet 
you there at the judgment bar.  And I tell you, friends, tonight God is laying His finger 
on the plague-spot of many a heart.  

 
 Back in the 1880s, the servant of God was over in Europe.  Our work there 
was in the pioneer stage.  Ministers were having to meet many problems, many 
sacrifices.  And as human nature does manifest itself, it did there and the Lord’s 
messenger was called to give some earnest warnings about the very danger we’re 
noting. 
 

In the book Historical Sketches, page 139, I read (this is the Lord’s messenger 
speaking to those few workers in the pioneer work in Switzerland): 
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“There is a great work to be done for many of us. Our 
minds and characters must become as the mind and 
character of Christ. Selfishness is inwrought in our very 
being. It has come to us as an inheritance”  
Historical Sketches, pages 138–139. 

 
 Did you know you had a legacy? 

 
“Selfishness… has come to us as an inheritance, and has 
been cherished by many as a precious treasure” Ibid. 

 
 Again, I emphasize.  This doesn’t mean that all of us want to chew tobacco or 
smoke cigarettes.  Why, no.  We’re too selfish for that.  If a man were selfish, and at 
the same time had good sense, would he take something into his body that he knew 
would give him an ulcer of the stomach, or a coronary attack, or a cancer?  Would 
he?  Oh, no.  Selfishness is a lot more subtle than confining itself to those channels. 
 

“Selfishness… has come to us as an inheritance, and has 
been cherished by many as a precious treasure” Ibid. 

 
 Now, listen: 
 

“No special work for God can be accomplished until self 
and selfishness are overcome” Ibid. 

 
 Would you like to do a special work for God?  Would you be willing to give up 
your comfortable home to do it? 
 

"Oh, sure I would if they'd build me another one as comfortable."  
 
Would you be willing to go away from where spiritual influences make you 

happy, to a place of need, where every influence would be to pull you down unless 
you wrestled with God in prayer, and got out there and pulled souls out of danger? 

 
 I ask again, are we colonists or are we soldiers?  What is our mission?  Well, I 
go back to the reading: 
 

“No special work for God can be accomplished until self 
and selfishness are overcome.  To many everything 
connected with themselves is of great importance. Self is 
a center, around which everything seems to revolve. 
Were Christ on the earth now, he would say to such, 
‘Launch out into the deep.’ Be not so self-caring. There 
are thousands whose lives are just as precious as yours. 
Then why do you wrap your coat about you, and hug the 
shore?  Awake to duty and to usefulness!” Ibid. 

 
“‘Launch out into the deep’” Ibid. 

 
 I was interested in that question the Lord’s messenger asked: 
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“…Why do you wrap your coat about you, and hug the 
shore?” Ibid. 

 
 “Well, because the wind is blowing and it’s cold.  And I can hardly bear the 
thought of getting in the boat and going out into that ocean, because that’s where the 
cold wind is coming from.  And the water’s cold.” 
 

Why would anybody ask: 
 

“Why do you wrap your coat about you and hug the 
shore?” Ibid? 

 
  Ah, my friends, that's the natural thing to do, that's the human thing to do.  But 
let me tell you if you see a head bobbing up out there, and it's somebody you love, 
what do you forget about?  The cold wind and the cold water.  

 
 Oh, that God might awake the sleeping virgins.  Oh, that He might spoil the 
lackadaisical sleep of Laodicea. 
 

“…If any man serve Me, let him follow Me” John 12:26. 
 
 Same wonderful little book, page 128: 
 

“Some have made it a point never to let temporal matters 
come between them and the work of God, and they have 
lost much in consequence of this.  But what of that?” 
Historical Sketches, page 128. 

 
 Why, I was talking with somebody just the other day, and they told me their 
boy had gotten back from Vietnam, minus a foot.  Some came back in a coffin.  You 
know that, don’t you? 

 
“Some have made it a point never to let temporal matters 
come between them and the work of God, and they have 
lost much in consequence of this.  But what of that?  
What are temporal things when compared with the 
eternal?  We have enlisted in the army of the Lord…” Ibid. 
 

 How many have?  May I see your hands?  Have you enlisted in the army of 
the Lord?  Thank the Lord. 
 

“We have enlisted in the army of the Lord, and now let 
none of us create such a condition of things that we shall 
have to desert it” Ibid. 

 
 And remember, ordinarily, soldiers get shot at by the enemy more than 
civilians.  Is that right?  Kind of dangerous, isn’t it?  Rather dangerous. 
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 Now, I want to ask you some questions.  What are the advantages of life, the 
comforts, the conveniences, the labor-saving devices, the helpers, mechanical and 
human, what are they all for?  What is their purpose?  Are they the means or are 
they the end?  What do you say?  In other words, do you work so that you can have 
a nice home, and a good car, and a washing machine, and a Frigidaire, and all these 
other things and some more labor-saving and time-saving devices?  Do you work so 
you can have them, or do you get them so that you can do more and better work? 

 
 “Well,” you say, “what difference does it make?” 
 
 It makes all the difference in the world, friends.  It makes all the difference in 
the world. 
 
 And may I press the question, how does it work out?  If you really believe that 
all these things are simply a means and not the end, how does it work out?  Do you 
get more work done as you multiply these facilities?  Do you win more souls because 
you have an automobile, and a house, and furniture, and all the rest of the things 
that everybody has to have, you know?  Do you get more souls won because of 
that?  Or do you feel that you still have to have some more of those things before 
you can do much? 

 
 Years ago, and it was before the days of automobiles or jet planes, before the 
days of Frigidaires, and I could name a long list of things that everybody here nearly 
would think were essential, before the days of any of those things, the Lord’s 
messenger wrote in 1894 to Battle Creek.  You can read it in Volume 8, page 48: 
 

“I wish to remind my brethren of the cautions and 
warnings that have been given me in reference to 
constantly investing means in Battle Creek in order to 
make a little more room or to make things more 
convenient.  New fields are to be entered”  
Testimonies for the Church, Volume 8, page 48. 

 
  If you've never been tempted in that direction, you will be.  Make a note of it.  
And this relates not merely to material things; it relates to other things that we do for 
help.  

 
 Why do you get an education? 
 

“Oh, to help to do the Lord’s work.” 
 
Does it help you? 

 
 I remember hearing one of the leading faculty members of Loma Linda, a man 
that I have a deep respect for, tell us about an experience that he saw, of where a 
man had forgotten the end because his mind had gotten obsessed with the means. 
 

This was a young man that my doctor friend got acquainted with in his student 
days.  And this young man was planning to work for God and be a missionary.  He 
saw him in his senior year, and the young man said, yes, those were his plans, but 
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he had decided that first he'd have to take a residency.  And that took him two or 
three years.  My doctor friend saw him again when he was nearing the end of that, 
and by that time, he was so much in debt that he had to go out and go into private 
practice in order to clear his debts.  

 
 A number of years later he saw him, and by that time he was so comfortably 
settled in his practice and in his nice home, and his family was so comfortably 
situated, that what he had started out to do had faded from his mind. 
 
 Tell me, friends, was it worth it?  And tell me, what is the purpose of 
education?  Is it to prepare us for the work of God?  If it is, then the more education 
we get, the better we should be able to work for God.  Is that true?  But if it works the 
other way around, and the more education we get the less we accomplish for God 
until finally we don’t do anything, something is wrong.  Do you agree with me?  
Something is wrong.  And this relates to all these conveniences and comforts and 
getting more room. 
 

How is it in your home, my dear friend, whether you live on this campus or 10 
miles or a thousand miles away?  How is it where you work, if you’re in a department 
here or somewhere else?  Are you always thinking of how you can add and add and 
multiply, get more room, more conveniences, more comfort so you can do more?  If 
that’s your danger, get a tape recording of this sermon and play it over, friends, till 
you know these references by heart.   
 
 It is too bad if the only way God can help us to exercise temperance in all 
things is to have a depression come, or some catastrophe, that will send us out as 
poor as the early disciples.  God help us, friends, to learn our lesson.  What do you 
say? 

 
 May I ask you another question, you folks who are married?  Why did you get 
married?  Well, if you were a Christian, I trust you got married to advance the Lord’s 
work.  Most of the young people I know that claim to serve God claim that that’s why 
they’re interested in getting married is to advance the Lord’s work.  Isn’t that right?  It 
ought to be, shouldn’t it? 

 
  Tell me, how has it worked out?  Has it advanced the Lord's work?  Do you 
and your wife do more for God in soul-winning than you were doing singly?  If you 
are, thank the Lord for it.  If you're not, maybe you had better study the question of 
what is the goal of it all.  Don't get the end and the means mixed up.  All right, think 
about that for a little while.  
 

And now, come and look with me at another scene.  A friend of mine told this 
just a few days ago.  Some of you may have heard it.  Suppose we're sitting in our 
home, and here comes a knock at the door.  You and I go to the door, and there we 
see a sight—somebody ragged, dirty, emaciated, wounded.  Everything about them 
from head to foot cries out their need.  What shall we do?  What will we do?  What 
would you do?  What will you do?  There they are on the porch. 
 
 “Oh,” you say, “of course, we’ll have them in, we’ll clean them up and dress 
their wounds and give them something to eat, of course.” 
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  All right, but just as we're about to invite them in, we see another one just like 
the first one, coming up the steps.  And then we look and there's another one coming 
through the gate.  And then we look and there's another one down the street.  And 
we keep looking and we see that as far as the eye can see the line extends, and 
they're coming to our door.  

 
 Do you know how long that line is, my friends?  In single file, three times 
around this globe, the needy ones of earth, the needy ones of earth.  And the One 
Who made us all and Who died for us on the cross, says to you and me: 
 

“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto Me” 
Matthew 25:40. 

 
 Someday soon we’re going to meet Him, and He’s going to say to some folks, 
“Well done, good and faithful servants.”  I don’t think He’s going to say “Well done” 
unless we’ve done well.  What do you think? 

 
 How much, then, shall I work?  And the answer, friends, of a blood-bought 
soul who sees this vision we’ve looked at tonight, the answer is “All I can.  I’m going 
to work all I can.  If I could work 24 hours a day, the cause demands it.  It's worthy of 
it."  Do you agree with me?  Well then, why don’t I work 24 hours a day?  There 
ought to be just one reason, friends: because I can accomplish more in a given 
amount of time if I spend part of it recharging the battery.  This is the meaning of life. 
 
 To put it in another way, there are only two things for a blood-bought Christian 
to be engaged in.  One is discharging the battery and the other is recharging the 
battery.  That’s all.  And we haven’t one single volt to waste in discharging the battery 
on self-pleasing, or merely pleasing our families, our relatives, or trying to keep up 
with the neighbors.  We haven’t one single penny to waste on that, friend.  Not one 
minute. 
 
 If we take a vacation, it should be for just one purpose, to recharge the battery 
so we can come back and do more.  If we go to sleep at night it should be for just 
one purpose, to recharge the battery so we can get up refreshed and go to work 
pulling men out of the fire, pulling souls out of the briny deep, ministering to the 
needs of the hungry, the sick, and most difficult of all, needy souls that don’t know 
they’re needy; souls who are without God and yet may be fat in flesh, souls that may 
have all the riches that the world can offer but don’t know the Man of Calvary. 
 
 This is our destiny, friends.  One hand on God to be recharging; one hand 
reaching out to souls who need help, discharging—this is our business.  We have no 
other. 
 

Did Christ have any other?  Watch Him in His ministry.  Where do you see 
Him?  With the multitude or else on the mountain, giving of His life in healing the 
sick, preaching the Gospel, saving the lost, or else out in the wilderness, in the 
garden, on the mountain, sometimes sleeping but often praying.  Always with one 
object, to recharge that battery so He can come back and do more for God. 
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Friends, when I see it, I get so ashamed of myself.  How easy I've been on 

myself.  God, forgive me.  Tonight, the best I know, I want to clear the channel and 
let Him have all there is of me.  What do you say?  Oh, that God may help us to do it, 
my friends.  

 
 This is what life is all about.  And the paradox of it is (but it’s the truth) the 
people who don’t go this road, the people who are content to build fancy homes and 
buy expensive cars and pour out money and time in expensive furniture and all the 
rest, they never really reach the goal of deep contentment.  Do you know why?  They 
weren’t born for that.  They weren’t made to tick that way. 
 
 But the paradox is, friends, that the soul that forgets self-pleasing and says to 
Jesus, “I want to follow You.  I want to give my life in service.  I’ll take the time I need 
to sleep and to eat and get recreation, but for just one purpose, to recharge the 
battery so I can get on the firing line and do all I can as the moments tick by, to make 
that time most efficient in winning souls to Christ”—I say the paradox of it is, that that 
soul finds the real joy of life.  Do you know why?  He was made that way. 
 
 But the reason for doing it is not so that you can find fulfillment, not so you can 
get adjusted.  The great reason for doing it is to please the One who made you and 
gave His life for you, and to minister to the needs of that long line of people that are 
coming up the path to your door.  Oh, they may not be there literally.  They may not 
know to come to your door.  But friends, in your vision see them.  They’re there, 
literally, by the thousands, by the millions. 
 
 “Ah,” you say, “I can’t reach the millions.” 
 

You can reach somebody.  And if you, and you, and you, and you, will let 
Jesus use you, He will multiply your efforts as He multiplied those loaves by Galilee.  
Let us not withhold the few barley loaves we have because they seem so 
inadequate.  In the hands of the great Creator Redeemer, they will meet the needs of 
multiplied millions, my friends.  

 
 Oh, this is what is going to bring the Loud Cry, when the people of God sense 
that they have just one thing to live for, the thing we’re studying tonight.  Will you do 
it, friend?  Will you do it, cost what it may?  And it doesn’t mean to get fanatical and 
wear your life out by some extreme thing.  Not a bit of it. 
 

I want to tell you something.  What God is asking us for, friends, is not to 
make ourselves sick working for Him.  It is to give up all the self-pleasing that leaves 
us so precious little time and energy to do the work we were born for.  This is it, this 
is it. 
 
 What was our text?   
 

“He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his 
life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.  If any man 
serve Me, let him follow Me…” John 12:25–26. 
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 I should tell you, friends, that there are plenty of people who would be glad to 
capitalize on what I’ve studied with you tonight, and tell you exactly what you ought 
to do.  Be careful how you listen to them, even if it’s the man that’s preaching.  Be 
careful about people who are fast to define your personal duty. 
 
 If you want something interesting, take the book Medical Ministry and read 
page 80, and see the warnings of inspiration about missing sleep and overworking in 
order to meet the demands of other people.  I want to tell you something.  When we 
settle the question we have raised tonight, then we can go to God and let Him direct 
us as to how to use our time and our energies.  For it is written in Isaiah 58:11: 
 

“And the Lord shall guide thee continually…” Isaiah 58:11. 
 
 Isn’t that good news? 

 
 Have you ever seen anybody carrying around one of these walkie-talkies?  
The policemen, you know, they have them on their motorcycles or in their 
automobiles.  They’re in touch with headquarters all the time.  You can be in touch 
with headquarters.  Don’t let somebody else drive you to overwork and a nervous 
breakdown in your endeavor sincerely to carry out what we’ve studied tonight.  You 
don’t need to.  Just play fair with God. 
 

Go to God and say, "Lord, from now on, no more self-pleasing.  I'm going to 
take time to do what you want me to do.  And I'm going to take time as a part of that 
to recharge the battery.  I'm going to take time to sleep.  I'm going to take time to 
pray.  I'm going to take time for outdoor exercise.  But in it all, I remember that those 
are simply a means to an end.  The end is working for souls physically and spiritually.  
And I’m not going to spend so much time with the means that I forget the end.  And 
Lord, I’m going to be fair with You, and I’m going to do the thing that I think You want 
me to do.  And if that’s more than other people think I ought to do, I’m going to do it, 
and if it’s less than some other people think I ought to do, I’ll leave that with You.” 
 
 This is the happy way to live, friends.  This is the safe way to live.  And when 
Jesus comes and spreads out to us those arms of love, and we see in His hands the 
marks of Calvary and hear from His lips those sweet words: 
 

“Well done, good and faithful servant… enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord” Matthew 25:23. 

 
…it’ll be worth it all.  Bless the Lord, we don’t even have to wait until then.  

Every day we can have the joy of a closer fellowship with God: 
 

“If any man serve Me, let him follow Me…” John 12:26. 
 
 I wish we might sing “I Will Follow Thee, My Savior,” 266, and while we sing 
this response, if there’s somebody here tonight that feels that God has spoken to 
your heart, that this meeting for you means that life can never again be the same, 
and you want to seek God about it, come up here and kneel down. 
 



12 
 

Now, I'm not just making a general call to everybody that wants to do better.  I 
hope everybody here tonight wants to do better, don't you?  I'm talking about 
somebody that knows that God has caused a trumpet call to be heard in your heart.  
You know that for you, there's got to be some real changes, and you want to seek 
God about it.  You come up and kneel down and seek God as we sing:  

 
“I will follow Thee, my Savior, 

Thou didst shed Thy blood for me; 
And though all men should forsake Thee, 

By Thy grace I’ll follow Thee.” 
Seventh-day Adventist Hymnal, #623, chorus. 

 
 How happy Jesus is.  For it is written: 
 

“Christ accepts, oh, so gladly! every human agency that 
is surrendered to Him” Testimonies for the Church, 
Volume 9, page 30. 

 
 How many of you in the audience would like, in a special, definite way, to 
reconsecrate your life fully to the Savior just now?  Would you raise your hand?  The 
Lord bless you, every one.  He loves you. 
 

I'm going to have a little after meeting with these who've come forward.  If any 
of the rest of you would like to tarry and share the blessing, you're welcome.  

 
 May we look to the Lord in benediction? 

 
 Our Father, dismiss this congregation with Thy blessing.  We can never be the 
same again.  Oh, we’re so thankful for the great privilege of pressing close to the 
bleeding side of Jesus, of sharing in His cross, in His burden for lost men, and as we 
go, may we go to share the good news that there’s something worth living for more 
important than life itself.  We ask it in Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
 You who are kneeling, just take these seats over here on the organ side, 
please. 
 

There are just two things that you need to settle here tonight.  One, is that 
you're really surrendering everything to Jesus to answer this call.  The other, is to 
believe He accepts you.  I want to spend just a few minutes on each of those 
because if you have those two things clear, that's all there is between here and final 
success.  You're accepted tonight and your future is underwritten if you just get those 
two things settled.  One is to surrender all, and the other is to believe that you're 
accepted.  

 
 You see, the plan of salvation is very simple.  Of course, there’s plenty to 
study about it.  We’ll be studying it a million years from now.  That’s all right.  But 
thank the Lord, friend, we don’t have to wait until we understand it all in order to 
experience it. 
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 There are just two things, I repeat, that we need to have clear.  One, is to 
make a full surrender. 
 

Somebody says, “Well, Brother Frazee, that’s my problem.  I don’t know 
whether I‘ve made a full surrender or not.” 

 
Well, I tell you how you can settle it.  Just do it right now, this minute. 
 
You say, “Well, how do I do that?” 

 
 Well, let me explain it very simply, very simply.  Do any of you fellows have a 
penny or a nickel you could give me?  You’ve got a dime, okay. 
 
 Will you give me that, Gary? 

 
[Gary]  M-hm.  

 
 [Elder Frazee]  Will you? 

 
  [Gary]  Yes.  

 
 [Elder Frazee]  Will you really give it to me? 

 
 [Gary]  Yes, take it from me. 
 
 [Elder Frazee]  Yes, but will you give it to me? 

 
 [Gary]  Yes. 
 
 [Elder Frazee]  Has he made a decision?  Yes.  All right, Gary.  Thank you 
very much. 
 
 Now, let me ask you another question.  Do you believe I’ve got it?  Yes, I’ve 
got it.  Who did have the dime?  Gary had it.  Who’s got it now?  I’ve got it, I’ve got it.  
That's right.  Now, will you do that with your life to Jesus? 

 
“Ah,” you say, “but the problem is I can’t see Jesus.” 

 
 Well friends, things can be real whether we can see them or not.  And I’ll tell 
you this.  If you have to see it with your eyes in order for it to be real, then you’ve 
missed the whole point.  For “…without faith, it is impossible to please Him…” 
(Hebrews 11:6).  Faith is believing what God says when we can’t see it. 
 
 You can’t see Jesus now with these eyes.  Someday soon we’ll see Him, but 
He’s here, just as real.  And what does He want?  He wants you.  And that’s what 
you’ve come to the altar for.  That’s what we’re all reconsecrating our lives for 
tonight.  Don’t make it hard.  Don’t make it complex.  It isn’t.  Just give your life to 
Jesus, like Gary gave me the dime.  That’s all. 
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  Now, if there's somebody that still doesn't know how to do it, I'm going to give 
you some words to say, and they're inspired words.  I didn't make them up.  I just 
read them, and I've said them many a time myself, and you can say them:  

 
“I will give my will to Jesus, and I will do it now”  
Messages to Young People, page 153. 

 
 Will you say that with me? 

 
“I will give my will to Jesus, and I will do it now” Ibid. 

 
 Once more: 
 

“I will give my will to Jesus, and I will do it now” Ibid. 
 
 You say, “Well, I don’t know whether I mean it or not.” 
 

Well friends, just settle that you do mean it.  Don't let the Devil confuse you 
and bother you with that.  Don't try to convince the Devil.  You don't have to convince 
him.  All you have to convince is Jesus, and He's easy to convince on this point, very 
easy.  He wants you, He wants you.  And so, when you give yourself to Him, he'll 
take you.  No problem.  

 
 You don’t have to wait for some mysterious feeling.  You don’t have to wait 
until you feel that everything is okay.  Feeling has nothing to do with it.  I don’t know 
how Gary feels about the dime, but I know I’ve got it.  And feelings don’t have 
anything to do with it.  He made a decision. He gave me the dime.  I’ve got it.  Give 
your life to Jesus that same way, just that simple, friends.  Will you do it?  And I 
repeat, don’t let the Devil mix you up and confuse you. 
 
 Now, a variant of that is this.  The Devil says, “But how do you know you’re 
going to hold out?” 
 

Why friends, you don’t know anything about what you’re going to do tomorrow.  
You may be dead before tomorrow’s sun rises.  All you can settle is now, this 
moment.  That’s all you need to settle.  You can settle your purpose to do it forever, 
but I’ll tell you, friends, no matter how fully you purpose tonight to do it tomorrow, 
you’ll have to do it tomorrow.  Tomorrow’s dime will have to be given tomorrow.  And 
when you wake up in the morning, let this be your first thought: 
 

“Take me, O Lord, as wholly Thine. I lay all my plans at 
Thy feet. Use me today in Thy service. Abide with me, 
and let all my work be wrought in Thee” Steps to Christ, 
page 70. 

 
 You see, that’s the very first thought before you ever get out of bed.  Give Him 
the dime.  Give Him your life.  Give Him your heart.  Do it moment by moment. Never 
let the Devil bother you about either the past or the future.  The past is all under the 
blood of Christ because you’ve given yourself to Him, and He’s covered you with His 
life.  That’s good coverage.  No use hunting any better.  You can’t find it.  Just leave 
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the past under His blood.  Will you do that?  No use to worry about the future.  Leave 
it with Jesus.  There’s one thing you can settle, and that's the present.  

 
  And remember friends, if this moment you settle the present, to fully surrender 
to Him, then the past is all covered, and the future is all assured.  Can you think of 
anything better than that?  All hangs on that one decision of yours, to give yourself 
fully to Him.  

 
 "Ah, but," somebody says, "I've done this many a time, and I've failed."  

 
Well, did you ever choke when you were trying to eat something?  How many 

of you ever did?  Well, you quit eating then, didn’t you?  What?  What did you do?  
Well, you tried again.  Most of the time, you manage to eat, don’t you?  I know 
because that’s why you’re here. 
 
 Ah, my friends, let’s be simple in our faith.  What do you say?  If we’re trying 
to do something and we fall, we get up, don’t we?  Yes.  If you’re trying to solve an 
arithmetic problem and you get the wrong answer, what do you do?  Work it over 
again. 
 
 Any of you ladies ever try to make a batch of bread, or some cake, or pie, and 
it didn’t come out good?  How many of you ever did?  Come, fess up.  Well, what did 
you do?  Quit cooking? 
 

Did you say, “Well, these recipes don’t work for me”? 
 
What did you do?  Try again.  Look at the recipe closer.  Isn’t that right?  What 

finally happened?  Well, you get something that people can eat, don’t you?  Don’t 
you?  Why, it’ll work just the same with this. 
 
 Don’t make something mysterious out of it, friends.  We’re just little children.  
We may fall.  We don’t need to, but we might.  But if we fall, get up and go on again.  
Isn’t that sensible?  Isn’t it worth it?  There’s nothing to go back to.  And there’s 
nothing to lie in the ditch about, lie there in the gutter and just squall.  No, friends, up 
and on, up and on.  Ask God to forgive us.  Put our hands in Jesus’ hand again and 
up and on. 
 
 That’s the way Peter did, the way he did in the water there in Galilee.  That’s 
the way he did down there in the garden of Gethsemane after he had denied the 
Lord with cursing and swearing.  Did the Lord both times reach out and help him?  
He’ll do the same for you.  He loves you.  You can’t exhaust His love. 
 
 Remember, there are just two things to settle.  One: give Him everything.  The 
second: believe He accepts you.  Now, are you doing that now, while we sit here?  
Are you giving Him everything? 

 
 “Well,” somebody says, “Brother Frazee, I don’t know whether I have or not.” 
 

Then, let me put it this way.  Do you know of anything you haven’t 
surrendered? 
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If you say, “Yes, I do know of one thing,” well then, surrender that. 
 
And if you say, “No, Brother Frazee, I can’t think of anything I haven’t 

surrendered,” then you’ve surrendered.  That’s it.  It’s just that simple. 
 
 Don’t miss it, friends.  Don’t make it complicated.  Just give Him everything 
you know about, and then believe He accepts you.  No question about His accepting 
you. 
 

If you were in jail and somebody paid $10,000 to get you out, and they 
brought you the good news and stood there at the cell door and opened it and said, 
“Look here, John, I just paid $10,000 to get you out.  Come on out.” 

 
Would you huddle there in the cell and say, “I don’t know whether you want 

me out or not”? 
 
Would you?  Why, you know you wouldn't.  You’d come running out and throw 

yourself in his arms, wouldn’t you?  Do that with Jesus, do that with Jesus. 
 

And don’t wait until you’re perfect.  Oh, no.  He came all the way from heaven 
to get people that weren’t perfect.  He had plenty of perfect ones up there.  It was 
you He was after, you in your need, your imperfection, your sin, your weakness, your 
unworthiness.  “[He] came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” 
(Luke 5:32). 
 

[Recording ended in progress] 
 

 [Following is the testimony referred to on page 3 of this transcript, from 
Testimonies for the Church, Volume 2, pages 268–283.] 

 

  “Dear Sister M: When the Lord showed me your case, I was 
pointed back many years in the past, when you became a 
believer in the near coming of Christ. You looked for, and 
loved, His appearing.    

 

“Your husband was naturally an affectionate, noble-minded 
man; but he relied upon his own strength, which was 
weakness. He did not feel the need of making God his 
strength. Intoxicating drink benumbed his brain and finally 
paralyzed the higher powers of his mind. His godlike 
manhood was sacrificed to gratify his thirst for strong drink.  
  

“You suffered opposition and abuse, yet God was your 
source of strength. While you trusted in Him, He sustained 
you. In all your trials you were not permitted to be 
overwhelmed. How often have the heavenly angels 
strengthened you when desponding, by presenting vividly to 
your mind passages of Scripture expressing the never-failing 
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love of God, and giving evidence that His loving-kindness 
changeth not! Your soul trusted in God. It was your meat and 
drink to do the will of your heavenly Father. At times you had 
a firm trust in the promises of God, and then, again, your 
faith would be tried to the utmost. God's dealings seemed 
mysterious, yet most of the time you had the evidence that 
He looked upon your affliction and would not cause your 
burdens to be greater than you could bear.    

 

“The Master saw that you needed a fitness for His heavenly 
kingdom. He did not leave you in the furnace for the fire of 
affliction to consume. As a refiner and purifier of silver, He 
kept His eye upon you, watching the process of purification 
until He should discern His image reflected in you. Although 
you have often felt affliction's flame kindling upon you, and at 
times have thought it would consume you, yet the loving-
kindness of God has been just as great toward you at these 
times as when you were free in spirit and triumphing in Him. 
The furnace was to purify and refine, but not to consume and 
destroy.    

 

“I saw you struggling with poverty, seeking to support 
yourself and your children. Many times you knew not what to 
do; the future looked dark and uncertain. In your distress you 
cried unto the Lord, and He comforted and helped you, and 
hopeful rays of light shone around you. How precious was 
God to you at such times! how sweet His comforting love! 
You felt that you had a precious treasure laid up in heaven. 
As you viewed the reward of the afflicted children of God, 
what a consolation to feel that you could claim Him as your 
Father!    

 

“Your case was, in reality, worse than if you had been 
widowed. Your heart was agonized by the wicked course 
pursued by your husband. But his persecutions, his threats 
and violence, did not lead you to trust in your own wisdom, 
and forget God. Far from this; you sensibly felt your 
weakness and that you were incapable of carrying your 
burdens, and in your conscious weakness you were relieved 
by bringing your heavy burdens to Jesus, the great Burden 
Bearer. How you cherished every ray of light from His 
presence! and how strong you often felt in His strength! 
When a storm of persecution and cruelty unexpectedly burst 
upon you, the Lord did not suffer you to be overwhelmed; but 
in those times of trial you realized strength, calmness, and 
peace, which were a marvel to you.   
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“When railing accusations and taunts more cruel than spears 
and arrows have fallen upon you, the influence of the Spirit 
of God upon your heart has led you to speak calmly, 
dispassionately. It was not in nature to do this. It was the fruit 
of the Spirit of God. It was the grace of God which 
strengthened your faith amid all the heartsicknesses of hope 
deferred. Grace fortified you for the warfare and hardships, 
and brought you through conqueror. Grace taught you to 
pray, to love and trust, notwithstanding your unfavorable 
surroundings. As you repeatedly realized that your prayers 
were answered in a special manner, you did not feel that it 
was because of any merit in yourself, but because of your 
great need. Your necessity was God's opportunity. Your life in 
those days of trial was to trust in God. And the 
manifestations of His special deliverance when in most trying 
places were like the oasis in the desert to the faint and weary 
traveler.    

 

“The Lord did not leave you to perish. He frequently raised 
up friends to aid you when you least expected it. Angels of 
God ministered unto you, as step by step they led you up the 
rugged pathway. You were pressed by poverty, but this was 
the least of the difficulties with which you had to contend. 
When N exercised his power to abuse and harm you, you felt 
that the cup you had to drink was bitter indeed; and when he 
degraded himself to pursue a course of iniquity, and you 
were outraged and insulted in your own house, he made a 
gulf between himself and you which could never be passed. 
Then in your sore distress and perplexity the Lord raised you 
up friends. He did not leave you alone; but His strength was 
imparted, and you could say: ‘The Lord is my helper.’    

 

“Through all your trials, which have never been fully revealed 
to others, you have had a never-failing Friend, who has said: 
‘I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.’ While 
upon the earth, He was ever touched with human woe. 
Although He is now ascended to His Father, and is adored 
by angels who quickly obey His commands, His heart, which 
loved, pitied, and sympathized, knows no change. It remains 
a heart of unchangeable tenderness still. That same Jesus 
was acquainted with all your trials, and did not leave you 
alone to struggle with temptations, battle with evil, and be 
finally crushed with burdens and sorrow. Through His angels 
He whispered to you: 'Fear not, for I am with thee.’ ‘I am He 
that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for 
evermore.’ I know your sorrows; I have endured them. I am 
acquainted with your struggles; I have experienced them. I 
know your temptations; I have encountered them. I have 
seen your tears; I also have wept. Your earthly hopes are 
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crushed; but let the eye of faith be uplifted and penetrate the 
veil, and there anchor your hopes. The everlasting 
assurance shall be yours that you have a Friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother.  

 

“O my dear sister, if you could only see, as I have seen, the 
ways and works of God manifested all through your 
perplexities and trials in the former part of your experience, 
when pressed by the hand of poverty, you could never forget 
Him, but your love would increase, and your zeal to promote 
His glory be untiring.     

 

“In consequence of your afflictions and peculiar trials, your 
health failed. The friends of the cause of God were but few, 
and many of them were poor; and you could see but little to 
hope for on the right hand or on the left. You looked upon 
your children and your destitute, helpless condition, and your 
heart well-nigh fainted. At this time, through the influence of 
Adventists who had united with the Shakers, and in whom 
you had confidence because they had been your friends in 
time of need, you were induced to go among that sect for a 
time. But the angels of God did not leave you. They 
ministered unto you and were as a wall of fire round about 
you. Especially did the holy angels protect you from the 
deceptive influences which prevail among that people. The 
Shakers believed that you would unite your interest with 
theirs; and they thought that if they could induce you to 
become one of them, you would be a great help to their 
cause; for you would make an ardent member of their 
society. They would have given you a high position among 
them. Some of the Shakers had received spiritual 
manifestations, telling them that you were designed of God 
to be a prominent member of their society; but that you were 
one who should not be urged; that kindness would have a 
powerful influence where force or pressure would cause a 
failure of their hopes.     

 

“Magnetism was exercised among them in a powerful 
manner. Through this power they flattered themselves that 
you would be brought to view things in the same light in 
which they viewed them. You were not aware of all the arts 
and deception used to bring about their purpose. The Lord 
preserved you. There seemed to be a circle of light round 
about you, proceeding from the ministering angels, so that 
the darkness which prevailed about you did not cloud the 
circle of light. The Lord opened the way for you to leave that 
deceived community, and you left unharmed, the principles 
of your faith as pure as when you went among them.    
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“Your diseased arm was a great affliction. You had turned to 
the right and to the left for help. You had consented to have a 
woman try her boasted skill upon you. This woman was a 
special agent of Satan. Through her experiments, you nearly 
lost your life. The poison introduced into your system was 
sufficient to kill a person of the most robust constitution. Here 
again God interposed, or your life would have been 
sacrificed.    

 

“Every means you had resorted to for the recovery of health 
had failed. Not only your arm, but your entire system, was 
diseased. Your lungs were affected, and you were fast going 
down to death. At this time you felt that God alone could 
deliver. You could do one thing more; you could follow the 
direction of the apostle in the fifth chapter of James. You 
there made a covenant with God, that if He would spare your 
life to minister still to the wants of your children, you would 
be for the Lord, and Him only would you serve; you would 
dedicate your life to His glory; you would use your strength to 
advance His cause and to do good in the earth. Angels 
recorded the promise there made to God.   

 

“We came to you in your great affliction and claimed the 
promise of God in your behalf. We dared not look to 
appearances; for in so doing we should be like Peter, whom 
the Lord bade come to Him on the water. He should have 
kept his eye lifted upward to Jesus; but he looked down at 
the troubled waves, and his faith failed. We calmly and firmly 
grasped the promises of God alone, irrespective of 
appearances, and by faith claimed the blessing. I was 
especially shown that God wrought in a wonderful manner, 
and you were preserved by a miracle of mercy, to be a living 
monument of His healing power, to testify of His wondrous 
works to the children of men.   

 

“At the time you felt such a decided change, your captivity 
was turned, and joy and gladness in the place of doubt and 
distress filled your heart. The praise of God was in your heart 
and upon your lips. ‘Oh, what hath the Lord wrought!’ was 
the sentiment of your soul. The Lord heard the prayers of His 
servants, and raised you up to still live and endure trials, to 
watch and wait for His appearing, and to glorify His name. 
Poverty and care pressed heavily upon you. As dark clouds 
at times enshrouded you, you could not forbear inquiring: 'O 
God, hast Thou forsaken me?' But you were not forsaken, 
although you could see no way open before you. The Lord 
would have you trust in His love and mercy amid clouds and 
darkness, as well as in the sunshine. At times the clouds 
would part, and beams of light would shine through to 
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strengthen your desponding heart and increase your 
wavering confidence, and you would again fix your trembling 
faith upon the sure promises of your heavenly Father. You 
would involuntarily cry out: ‘O God, I will believe; I will trust in 
Thee. Thou hast hitherto been my helper, and Thou wilt not 
leave me now.’    

 

“As victory was gained by you, and light again shone upon 
you, you could not find language to express your sincere 
gratitude to your gracious heavenly Father; and you thought 
you never again would doubt His love nor distrust His care. 
You did not seek for ease. You did not consider hard labor a 
burden if the way would only open that you might care for 
your children and shield them from the iniquity prevailing in 
this age of the world. It was the burden of your heart that you 
might see them turning to the Lord. You pleaded before God 
for your children with strong cries and tears. Their conversion 
you so much desired. Sometimes your heart would despond 
and faint, and you would fear that your prayers would not be 
answered; then again you would consecrate your children to 
God afresh, and your yearning heart would lay them anew 
upon the altar.    

 

“When they went into the army, your prayers followed them. 
They were wonderfully preserved from harm. They called it 
good luck; but a mother's prayers from an anxious, burdened 
soul, as she felt the peril of her children and the danger of 
their being cut off in their youth without hope in God, had 
much to do with their preservation. How many prayers were 
lodged in heaven that these sons might be preserved to obey 
God, to devote their lives to His glory! In your anxiety for your 
children you pleaded with God to return them to you again, 
and you would seek more earnestly to lead them in the path 
of holiness. You thought you would labor more faithfully than 
you had ever done.   

 

“The Lord suffered you to be schooled in adversity and 
affliction, that you might obtain an experience which would 
be valuable to yourself and others. In the days of your 
poverty and trial you loved the Lord, and you loved religious 
privileges. The nearness of Christ's coming was your 
consolation. It was a living hope to you that you would soon 
find rest from labor, and the end of all your trials; when you 
would find that you had not labored nor suffered too much; 
for the apostle Paul declares: ‘Our light affliction, which is but 
for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory.’    
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“To meet with the people of God seemed to you almost like 
visiting heaven. Obstacles did not deter you. You could suffer 
weariness and hunger for temporal food, but you could not 
be deprived of spiritual food. You earnestly sought for the 
grace of God, and you did not seek in vain. Communion with 
the people of God was the richest blessing you could enjoy.  
  

“In your Christian experience your soul abhorred vanity, 
pride, and extravagant show. When you have witnessed the 
expenditure of means among professed Christians to make a 
display and to foster pride, your heart and lips have said: 
‘Oh, if I only had the means handled by those who are 
unfaithful in their stewardship, I would feel it one of the 
greatest privileges to help the needy and to aid in the 
advancement of the cause of God!’    

 

“You often realized the presence of God while you sought in 
your humble way to enlighten others in regard to the truth for 
these last days. You had experienced the truth for yourself. 
That which you had seen, and heard, and experienced, and 
testified unto, you knew was no fiction. You delighted to 
present before others, in private conversation, the wonderful 
way in which God had led His people. You recounted His 
dealings with such an assurance as to strike conviction to the 
hearts of those who listened to you. You talked as though 
you had a knowledge of the things whereof you affirmed. 
When speaking to others in regard to the present truth, you 
longed for greater opportunities and a more extended 
influence, that you might bring to the notice of many in 
darkness the light which had lightened your pathway. At 
times you looked at your poverty, your limited influence, and 
your best endeavors, frequently misinterpreted by the 
professed friends of the cause of truth, and you were nearly 
discouraged.     

 

“Sometimes in your unsettled state you erred in judgment, 
and there were those who should have possessed that 
charity which thinketh no evil, who watched, and surmised 
evil, and made the most of the errors they thought they saw 
in you. But the love and tender pity of Jesus were not 
withdrawn; they were your support amid the trials and 
persecutions of your life. The kingdom of heaven and the 
righteousness of Christ were primary with you. Your life was 
marred with imperfections, because it is human to err; but 
from what the Lord has been pleased to show me of your 
discouraging surroundings in the days of your poverty and 
trial, I know of no one who would have pursued a course 
more free from mistakes than you did, were they situated as 
you were, in poverty and embarrassing trials. It is easy for 
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those who are spared the severe trials to which others are 
subjected, to look on and question, and surmise evil and find 
fault. Some are more ready to censure others for pursuing a 
certain course than to take the responsibility of saying what 
should be done, or of pointing out a more correct way.   

 

“You became confused. You knew not where to trust. There 
were but few Sabbathkeepers in______ and vicinity who 
exerted a saving influence. Some who professed the faith 
were no honor to the cause of present truth. They did not 
gather with Christ, but scattered abroad. They could talk loud 
and long; yet their hearts were not in the work. They were 
not sanctified by the truth they professed. These, not having 
root in themselves, gave up the faith. Had they done this at 
an earlier period, it would have been better for the cause of 
truth. In consequence of these things, Satan took advantage 
of you and prepared the way for your backsliding.      

 

“My attention was called to your desire to possess means. 
The sentiment of your heart was: ‘Oh, if I only had means, I 
would not squander it! I would set an example to those who 
are close and penurious. I would show them the great 
blessing there is to be received in doing good.’ Your soul 
abhorred covetousness. As you have seen those who 
possessed abundance of this world's goods shut their hearts 
to the cry of the needy you have said: ‘God will visit them; He 
will reward them according to their works.’ As you have seen 
the wealthy walking in their pride, their hearts girt about with 
selfishness, as with iron bands, you have felt that they were 
poorer than yourself, although you were in want and 
suffering. When you have seen these purse-proud men 
bearing themselves loftily because money has power, you 
have felt pity for them, and in no case would you have been 
induced to change places with them. Yet you desired means 
that you might so use it as to be a rebuke to the covetous.    

 

“The Lord said to His angel who had hitherto ministered unto 
you: ‘I have proved her in poverty and affliction, and she has 
not separated herself from Me, nor rebelled against Me. I will 
now prove her with prosperity. I will reveal to her a page of 
the human heart with which she is unacquainted. I will show 
her that money is the most dangerous foe she has ever met. 
I will reveal to her the deceitfulness of riches; that they are a 
snare, even to those who feel that they are secure from 
selfishness, and proof against exaltation, extravagance, 
pride, and love of the praise of men.’    
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“I was then shown that a way was opened for you to improve 
your condition in life and at length to obtain the means which 
you had thought you would use with wisdom and to the glory 
of God. How anxiously did your ministering angel watch the 
new trial to see how you would stand the test. As means 
came into your hands, I saw you gradually and almost 
imperceptibly separating from God. The means entrusted to 
you were expended for your own convenience, to surround 
yourself with the good things of this life. I saw the angels 
looking upon you with yearning sadness, their faces half 
averted, loath to leave you. Yet their presence was not 
perceived by you, and your course was pursued without 
reference to your angel guard.   

 

“The business and cares of your new position claimed your 
time and attention, and your duty to God was not considered. 
Jesus had purchased you by His own blood. You were not 
your own. Your time, your strength, and the means you 
handled all belonged to your Redeemer. He had been your 
constant Friend, your strength and support when every other 
friend had proved a broken reed. You have repaid the love 
and bounty of God with ingratitude and forgetfulness.   

 

“Your only safety was in implicit trust in Christ, your Saviour. 
There was no safety for you away from the cross. How weak 
human strength seemed in this instance! Oh, how evident 
that there is no real strength but that which God imparts to 
those who trust in Him! One petition offered up to God in 
faith has more power than a wealth of human intellect.      

 

“In your prosperity you did not carry out the resolves you had 
made in adversity. The deceitfulness of riches turned you 
from your purposes. Cares increased upon you. Your 
influence became extended. As the afflicted realized relief 
from suffering, they glorified you, and you learned to love 
praise from the lips of poor mortals. You were in a popular 
city, and thought it necessary for the success of your 
business, as well as to retain your influence, for your 
surroundings to be somewhat in accordance with your 
business. But you carried things too far. You were swayed 
too much by the opinions and judgment of others. You 
expended means needlessly, only to gratify the lust of the 
eye and the pride of life. You forgot that you were handling 
your Lord's money. When means were expended by you 
which would only encourage vanity, you did not consider that 
the recording angel was making a record which you would 
blush to meet again. Said the angel, pointing to you: ‘You 
glorified yourself, but did not magnify God.' You even gloried 
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in the fact that it was in your power to purchase these things. 
  

“A large sum has been expended in needless things which 
could only answer for show and encourage vanity and pride 
that will cause you remorse and shame. If you had borne in 
mind the claims Heaven has upon you and had made a right 
disposition of the means entrusted to your care, by helping 
the needy and advancing the cause of present truth, you 
would have been laying up treasure in heaven and would 
have been rich toward God. Consider how much means you 
have invested where no one has been really benefited, no 
one fed or clothed, and no one helped to see the error of his 
ways that he might turn to Christ and live.    

 

“You have made large investments in uncertain enterprises. 
Satan blinded your eyes so that you could not see that these 
enterprises would yield you no returns. The enterprise of 
securing eternal life did not awaken your interest. Here you 
could have expended means, and run no risks, met no 
disappointments, and in the end would have received 
immense profits. Here you could have invested in the never-
failing bank of heaven. Here you could have bestowed your 
treasures where no thief approacheth nor rust corrupteth. 
This enterprise is eternal and is as much nobler than any 
earthly enterprise as the heavens are higher than the earth. 
  

“Your children were not disciples of Christ. They were in 
friendship with the world, and their natural hearts desired to 
be like worldlings. The lust of the eye and the pride of life 
controlled them and have influenced you to a certain extent. 
You have sought more earnestly to please and gratify your 
children than to please and glorify God. You have forgotten 
the claims of God upon you, and the wants of His cause. 
Selfishness has led you to expend money in ornaments for 
the gratification of yourself and your children. You did not 
think that this money was not yours; that it was only lent you 
to test and prove you, to see if you would shun the evils you 
had marked in others. God made you His steward, and when 
He cometh and reckoneth with His servants, what account 
can you give of your stewardship?    

 

“Your faith and simple trust in God began to wane as soon as 
means flowed in upon you. You did not depart from God all at 
once. Your backsliding was gradual. You ceased the morning 
and evening devotions because it was not always 
convenient. Your son's wife caused you trials of a peculiar, 
aggravating character, which had considerable to do in 
discouraging you from continuing family devotions. Your 
house became a prayerless house. Your business was made 
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primary, and the Lord and His truth were made secondary. 
Look back to the days of your earlier experience; would 
these trials then have driven you from family prayer?    

 

“Here, in the neglect of vocal prayer, you lost an influence in 
your house which you could have retained. It was your duty 
to acknowledge God in your family, irrespective of 
consequences. Your petitions should have been offered to 
God morning and evening. You should have been as priest of 
the household, confessing your sins and the sins of your 
children. Had you been faithful, God, who had been your 
guide, would not have left you to your own wisdom.     

 

“Means were expended needlessly for show. Over this sin in 
others you had felt deeply grieved. And while thus using 
means, you were robbing God. Then the Lord said: 'I will 
scatter. I will permit her for a time to walk in the way of her 
own choosing. I will blind judgment, and remove wisdom. I 
will show her that her strength is weakness, and her wisdom 
foolishness. I will humble her, and open her eyes to see how 
far she has departed from Me. If she will not then turn unto 
Me with her whole heart, and in all her ways acknowledge 
Me, My hand shall scatter, and the pride of the mother and of 
the children shall be brought down, and poverty shall again 
be their lot. My name shall be exalted. The loftiness of man 
shall be brought down, and the pride of man shall be laid 
low.’      

 

“The above view was given December 25, 1865, in the city of 
Rochester, New York. Last June I was shown that the Lord 
was dealing with you in love, that He now invited you to turn 
to Him that you might live. I was shown that for years you 
have felt that you were in a backslidden state. If you had 
been consecrated to God you might have done a good and 
great work in letting your light shine to others. To everyone 
there is given a work to do for the Master. To each of His 
servants are committed special gifts, or talents. 'Unto one he 
gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to 
every man according to his several ability.' Every servant has 
some trust for which he is responsible; and the varied trusts 
are proportioned to our varied capabilities. In dispensing His 
gifts, God has not dealt with partiality. He has distributed the 
talents according to the known powers of His servants, and 
He expects corresponding returns.    

 

“In your earlier experience the Lord imparted to you talents of 
influence, but did not give you talents of means, and 
therefore did not expect you in your poverty to bestow that 
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which you had not to give. Like the widow, you did give what 
you could, although, had you considered your own 
circumstances, you would have felt excused from doing even 
as much as you did. In your sickness, God did not require 
from you that active energy of which disease had deprived 
you. Though you were restricted in your influence and in your 
means, yet God accepted your efforts to do good and to 
advance His cause according to what you had, not according 
to what you had not. The Lord does not despise the 
humblest offering bestowed with readiness and sincerity.   

 

“You possess an ardent temperament. Earnestness in a 
good cause is praiseworthy. In your former trials and 
perplexity, you were obtaining an experience which was to 
be of advantage to others. You were zealous in the service of 
God. You loved to present the evidences of our position to 
those who did not believe present truth. You could speak with 
assurance, for these things were a reality to you. The truth 
was a part of your being; and those who listened to your 
earnest appeals had not a doubt of your honesty, but were 
convinced that these things were so.    

 

“In the providence of God your influence has been extended; 
in addition to this, God has seen fit to prove you by giving 
you talents of means. You are thereby laid under double 
responsibility. When your condition in life began to improve, 
you said: 'As soon as I can get me a home, I will then donate 
to the cause of God.' But when you had a home you saw so 
many improvements to make to have everything about you 
convenient and pleasant that you forgot the Lord and His 
claims upon you, and were less inclined to help the cause of 
God than in the days of your poverty and affliction.   

 

“You were seeking friendship with the world, and separating 
further and further from God. You forgot the exhortation of 
Christ: ‘Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts 
be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares 
of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.’ ‘Let 
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.’    

 

“There are three watchwords in the Christian life, which must 
be heeded if we would not have Satan steal a march upon 
us; namely, Watch, pray, work. Prayer and watching 
thereunto are necessary for advancement in the divine life. 
Never was there a time in your history more important than 
the present. Your only safety is to live like a watchman. 
Watch and pray always. Oh, what a preventive against 
yielding to temptation and falling into the snares of the world! 
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How earnestly should you have been at work the past few 
years, when your influence was extensive.     

 

“Dear sister, the praise of men and the flattery current in the 
world have had greater influence upon you than you have 
been aware of. You have not been improving your talents—
putting them out to the exchangers. You are naturally 
affectionate and generous. These traits of character have 
been exercised to a degree, but not as much as God 
requires. Merely possessing these excellent gifts is not 
enough; God requires them to be kept in constant exercise; 
for through them He blesses those who need to be helped, 
and carries forward His work for the salvation of man.    

 

“The Lord will not depend upon niggardly souls to take care 
of the worthy poor nor to sustain His cause. Such are too 
narrow-minded; they would grudge the smallest pittance to 
the needy in their distress. They would also want the cause 
narrowed down to meet their limited ideas. To save means 
would be the prominent idea with them. Their money would 
be more valuable to them than precious souls for whom 
Christ died. The lives of such, so far as God and heaven are 
concerned, are worse than a blank. God will not trust His 
important work with them.     

 

“‘Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, curse ye bitterly 
the inhabitants thereof; because they came not to the help of 
the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mighty.’ What 
had Meroz done? Nothing. This was their sin. The curse of 
God came upon them for what they had not done. The man 
with a selfish, narrow mind is responsible for his 
niggardliness, but those who have kindly affections, 
generous impulses, and a love for souls are laid under 
weighty responsibilities; for if they allow these talents to 
remain unemployed and to waste they are classed with 
unfaithful servants. The mere possession of these gifts is not 
enough. Those who have them should realize that their 
obligations and responsibilities are increased.    

 

“The Master will require each of His stewards to give an 
account of his stewardship, to show what he has gained with 
the talents entrusted to him. Those to whom rewards are 
given will impute no merit to themselves for their diligent 
trading; they will give all the glory to God. They speak of that 
which was delivered to them, as ‘Thy pound,’ not their own. 
When they speak of their gain, they are careful to state 
whence it came. The capital was advanced by the Master. 
They have traded upon it successfully, and return the 
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principal and interest to the Giver. He rewards their efforts as 
if the merit belonged to them, when they owe all to the grace 
and mercy of the bountiful Giver. His words of unqualified 
approval fall upon their ears: ‘Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I 
will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord.’     

 

“To you, my sister, are committed talents of influence and 
talents of money; and your responsibility is great. You should 
move cautiously and in the fear of God. Your wisdom is 
weakness, but the wisdom from above is strong. The Lord 
designs to enlighten your darkness and again give you a 
glimpse of the heavenly treasure, that you may have some 
sense of the comparative value of both worlds, and then 
leave you to choose between this world and the eternal 
inheritance. I saw that there was yet opportunity to return to 
the fold. Jesus has redeemed you by His own blood, and He 
requires you to employ your talents in His service. You have 
not become hardened to the influence of the Holy Spirit. 
When the truth of God is presented, it meets a response in 
your heart.   

 

“I saw that you should study every move. You should do 
nothing rashly. Let God be your counselor. He loves your 
children, and it is right that you should love them; but it is not 
right to give them the place in your affections that the Lord 
claims. They have kind impulses and generous purposes. 
They possess noble traits of character. If they would only see 
their need of a Saviour, and bow at the foot of the cross, they 
might exert an influence for good. They are now lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of God. They now stand in the 
enemy's ranks, under the black banner of Satan. Jesus 
invites them to come to Him, to leave the ranks of the enemy, 
and to stand under the bloodstained banner of the cross of 
Christ.    

 

“This will look to them like a work they cannot perform, for it 
will require too much self-denial. They have no experimental 
knowledge of the way. Those who have engaged in their 
country's warfare, and been subjected to the hardships, toils, 
and perils of a soldier's life, should be the last to hesitate and 
manifest cowardice in this great warfare for everlasting life. 
In this case they will be fighting for a crown of life and an 
immortal inheritance. Their wages will be sure, and when the 
war is over their gain will be everlasting life, happiness 
unalloyed, and an eternal weight of glory.   
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“Satan will oppose every effort they may make. He will 
present the world before them in its most attractive light, as 
he did to the Saviour of the world when he tempted Him forty 
days in the wilderness. Christ overcame all the temptations 
of Satan, and so may your children. They are serving a hard 
master. The wages of sin is death. They cannot afford to sin. 
They will find it expensive business. They will meet with 
eternal loss in the end. They will lose the mansions Jesus 
has gone to prepare for those who love Him, and will lose 
that life which measures with the life of God. And this is not 
all. They must suffer the wrath of an offended God for having 
withheld from Him their service and given all their efforts to 
His worst enemy. Your children have not yet had the clear 
light, and condemnation only follows the rejection of light.   

 

“If professed Christians were all sincere and earnest in their 
efforts to promote the glory of God, what a stir would be 
made in the enemy's ranks. Satan is earnest and sincere in 
his work. He does not want souls saved. He does not want 
his power upon them broken. Satan does not merely 
pretend. He is in earnest. He beholds Christ inviting souls to 
come to Him that they may have life, and he is earnest and 
zealous in his efforts to prevent them from accepting the 
invitation. He will leave no means untried to prevent them 
from leaving his ranks and standing in the ranks of Christ. 
Why cannot the professed followers of Jesus do as much for 
Him as His enemies do against Him? Why not do all they 
can? Satan does all he can to keep souls from Christ. He 
was once an honored angel in heaven, and although he has 
lost his holiness, he has not lost his power. He exerts his 
power with terrible effect. He does not wait for his prey to 
come to him. He hunts for it. He goes to and fro in the earth 
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. He does 
not always wear the ferocious look of the lion, but when he 
can work to better effect he transforms himself into an angel 
of light. He can readily exchange the roar of the lion for the 
most persuasive arguments or for the softest whisper. He 
has legions of angels to aid him in his work. He often 
conceals his snares, and allures by pleasing deception. He 
charms and deludes many by flattering their vanity. Through 
his agents he presents the pleasures of the world in an 
attractive light, and strews the path to hell with tempting 
flowers, and thus souls are charmed and ruined. After every 
advance step in the downward road, Satan has some special 
temptation to lead them still further on the wrong track.    

 

“If your children were controlled by religious principles, they 
would be fortified against the vice and corruption surrounding 
them in this degenerate age. God will be to them a tower of 
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strength, if they will put their trust in Him. ‘Let him take hold 
of My strength, that he may make peace with Me; and he 
shall make peace with Me.’ The Lord will be the guide of their 
youth if they will believe and trust in Him.   

 

“My dear sister, the Lord has been very merciful to you and 
your family. You are laid under obligation to your heavenly 
Father to praise and glorify His holy name upon the earth. In 
order to continue in His love, you should labor constantly for 
humbleness of mind and that meek and quiet spirit which is 
in the sight of God of great price. Your strength in God will 
increase while you consecrate all to Him; so that you can say 
with confidence: ‘Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?’ ‘For I am 
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”  
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